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“Harley”
Rescuing a Deaf Australian Cattle Dog
 - Written by Carole Wright and other New Hope Cattle Dogs Volunteers

Why are people so afraid to take a chance with adopting a deaf Australian Cattle Dog (ACD)?  Many people are afraid of the unknown, afraid that a dog like this will take an enormous amount of time and energy and will never be ‘normal’, that the dog may be more likely to get hit by a car, will never be reliable off leash, is untrainable, etc.  The excuses go on and on.  The thing is that deaf ACDs are probably easier to train, communicate with and live with than any other breed of dog.  Why?  It is because of their loyalty, intensity, perceptiveness, attachment to their owners and intelligence.  That doesn’t mean that they are all easy, well-adjusted, or great companions.  What it means is that the potential to have a great dog is equally available to you just as it is with a hearing rescued ACD.  You still have to overcome the other issues that the breed itself is known for and training and socialization are still at the top of the list of importance.

Like dog owners everywhere, we love our dogs and our deaf dogs are no different. Outside of an obvious physical defect, deaf ACDs are just your normal, everyday dogs. They do have a better excuse for not listening than most ACDs, but they live in our houses, sleep on our beds, play with our children and ride in our cars. They go for walks, chase balls, bark at small furry animals (yes, they do bark), and at the end of a hard day of fun and games, they like to relax with the rest of the family. They share our lives, and are our companions and friends.  They also still succumb to the phenomenon of “selective hearing” or in their case, if I don’t look at you, then I don’t have to listen.  They can be taught to communicate just as easy as a hearing dog.  It is just a matter of learning a new language.  It is a language that is often taught to most ‘hearing’ dogs when they learn basic obedience.  It is called sign language.  ACDs are so intuitive that they pick up on your facial expressions and body language and eventually learn to read you and your family members like a book.  Just like a hearing ACD they can anticipate your every move and thought at times before you make it or think it (scary)!  Sometimes deaf ACDs are so cued into their people and environment that the only way to tell they are deaf is when they are sleeping.

Deaf ACDs can be some of the most adaptable, resilient and inventive creatures we know, just like the hearing ones.
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“Dingo”
As puppies, they learn to watch the subtle body language of their littermates. They are much attuned to movements, vibrations, shadows and changes in light. They are very sensitive to vibrations (which is all that sound really is) and they sense the change in airflow or pressure that results from opening or closing a door.  The same is true for dogs whose loss of hearing is gradual because of age or a prolonged illness. They just never admit to us that they cannot hear. Congenitally deaf dogs don't know that they are missing anything and ACDs fall into this category.  They get this from the introduction of Dalmatian into their lines in the early 1900’s.  They are either born deaf or they are never deaf until well into old age.  Some ACDs are partially deaf (uni-lateral), which means they can hear out of one ear and other are bi-laterally deaf, which means total deafness.  There are also some ACDs that can hear only certain frequencies or tones and they fall into the uni-laterally deaf category.  These variations in deafness can be distinguished by doing BAER (Brainstem Auditory Evoked Response) testing.  
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“Bootsey”

There are people out there that adopt deaf ACDs, even if they haven't had one before because they like a specific dog and are willing to learn what it takes to live with him or her. Others will deliberately look for a deaf ACD, either because they have had one before, or because they want to give a home to a dog that needs it. If the only home that a deaf dog could be placed in was an "experienced" one, none of them would ever get homes. Experience isn't always a necessity (everyone has to have their "first"), commitment, love, a willingness to learn and patience are the most important things. Deaf ACDs make wonderful pets and family members and can be just as loving and obedient as the ‘hearing’ dogs, sometimes more so.  
They are no more difficult to raise or train than their hearing counterparts. The right deaf dog in a home with children can teach them a lot about dealing with someone who doesn't have the same abilities they do., but caution should be taken to ensure that the deaf ACD is good with children, as not all ACDs are good with kids.  Motivated children usually make wonderful dog trainers (better than the adults in many cases).

There are many wonderful resources available to people willing to learn more about working with deaf dogs.  By far, the best website is www.deafdogs.org.  It is important for you to do your research.  Ask questions, be willing to learn, keep an open mind, be patient and most of all, just love them.  
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Won’t you consider a deaf ACD for your family?
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If you would like to purchase a vibration collar to assist in the training of one of our deaf dogs, please go to:

· http://www.dtsystems.com/Detail.aspx?ID=26 ($154.99)
· http://www.dogtra.com (175NCP - $175.00)

· http://www.pawstogo.com/index.asp?PageAction=VIEWPROD&ProdID=244 ($92.50)

· http://www.petstreetmall.com/advanced.aspx?id=3781&cat=527 ($89.99)
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“Aiden”

